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Dear

Australian Greens Policy on Disabilities and Carers

I thought you might be interested to find out a bit about the Green’s position on support for people with a disability and their carers and to hear about some of our advocacy work. We are very keen to get feedback on both our policies and activities to find out how we can do a better job.
The Greens firmly believe that all Australians have a right to independence, self-determination and choice in their lives and that people who experience disability, and their families and carers, should have the opportunity to actively participate in policy development, in service planning and delivery. I have enclosed for your information our Disability Policy which supports these basic principles.

As you can see from our policy, the Australian Greens are committed to increasing resources for disability services, particularly in the areas of increased age-appropriate accommodation places, better respite services, and improved access standards. 

The Greens have also been outspoken in their opposition to the punitive Welfare to Work laws and their impacts on people with disabilities, including reduced fortnightly income and harsh participation requirements. You may be aware that we sought to amend these laws in the Senate to lessen their impacts and voted against their passage.
I have been working in the Senate and with community groups for the last two years in trying to bring attention to vital issues relating to disability services and carers. As Co-convener of the Parliamentary Friends of People with a Disability I have been involved in numerous forums and discussions on issues of importance to people with disabilities and their carers.  I was also an active participant in the Senate Committee review of the Commonwealth State and Territory Disability Services Agreement (CSTDA), and am happy to host disability advocates on their visits to Parliament House and to help them however I can.
With the government holding control of both houses in the Federal Parliament it has been hard to get attention on important disability issues, but we have managed to make a few gains … such as consensus support on the recommendations of the CSTDA inquiry. As you are no doubt aware key recommendations in the review included:

• Substantially increased funding to address unmet need,

• That the CSTDA should involve a ‘whole of life’ and whole of government approach, which would enable easy transference between jurisdictions,

• The need to develop clear indicators of unmet need and commit substantial additional funding committed to address unmet need, particularly for accommodation and support,

• That individualised funding, in‐house care, early intervention and a range of flexible options are also important.

With the Federal Election before us, we have a chance to highlight these important issues, and to perhaps see a change in majority control of both Houses which, hopefully, might lead to better outcomes for people with a disability.
If you would like further information on our policies, or the other work we have been doing please don’t hesitate to call my office.  If I have not had the chance to meet with your organisation I look forward to doing so, and we are happy to provide answers to questionnaires or to provide speakers for any election forums you may have coming up.

Yours sincerely,
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Senator Rachel Siewert

Australian Greens spokesperson on Community Services

