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The Commonwealth-State/Territory Disability Agreement

The Commonwealth-State/Territory Disability Agreement, or CSTDA, is a formal agreement between the Commonwealth and State and Territory Governments about the way that funding for disability services should be spent.

The aim of the agreement is for the Commonwealth and States and Territories to work together to improve the inclusion of people with disability in the community.

There have been three Commonwealth-State/Territory Disability Agreements.  The current agreement expires in 2007 and negotiations on a new agreement will start soon.

The current agreement has five priorities:

1. strengthen access to generic services for people with disabilities;
2. strengthen across government linkages;
3. strengthen individuals, families and carers;
4. improve long-term strategies to respond to and manage demand for specialist disability services;
5. improve accountability, performance reporting and quality.
CSTDA Services
Through the CSTDA, services are provided in five main areas.  They are:

1. accommodation support services – accommodation and support services to let a person with disability remain in their current accommodation or move to more appropriate accommodation

2. community support services – this includes services that are provided to a person with disability to help them to live in the community (instead of an institution)

3. community access services – this includes services that give people with disability opportunities to gain social independence

4. respite services – this is services that give people who care for people with disability a short break from caring

5. employment services – this is employment services that specialise in helping people with disability to find and keep employment in the open labour market
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