REPORT OF AAWG MEETING 20.5.2010.
1. Disability Access Facilitation Plans.(DAFP)

Rex, Air North and Launceston Airport have their DAFP with CASA and AHRC but other airlines will have their DAFP ready by mid June. AHRC will have difficulty scrutinising these plans before 1st July 2010 when the plans were to be placed on the Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure and Transport website and airline websites.

International airlines will also be targeted to release a DAFP by July 1st 2010.

Adelaide airport’s pamphlet will be promoted with airports around Australia as a method of meeting the deadline.

2. Premises Standards.
 In relation to aviation, there is reference to aviation facilities and this makes no change to the requirements that are already in the Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport 2002 (Cth) (Public Transport Standards) in respect of transport accessibility features.  So, in effect, there is no change to the existing access requirements for airports.  In both cases, the Disability Standards refer to the Australian Standards for access.  The Public Transport Standards refer to earlier Australian Standards than the current iteration and it is those earlier Australian Standards that are retained in respect of public transport buildings in the Premises Standards.

A diagrammatic explanation of the interrelation between the new Premises Standards and the Transport Standards about Transport buildings will be produced by the Attorney General’s. Retrofit for Transport Building will not be necessary until a building remodelling approval is sought.
The AHRC is organising training workshops on the Premises Standards.

3. Airport Disability Assistance Service.

A pilot study of the airport assistance plan as suggested by Bill Shorten and funded by his Department will occur in Brisbane. This service will be a system whereby people with disabilities will be assisted from the land transport through check-in and screening to the aircraft and from the aircraft to luggage pick-up to the land transport.
4. Cabin Crew Ratio.

CASA consulted with organisations to amend the rules for a change in the ratio of cabin crew on narrow aircraft from 1:36 to 1:50. This ratio of crew is to the number of seats on the aircraft and not to the number of travelling passengers.
People with disabilities organisations were concerned about the lack of assistance for passengers with disabilities during the flight and for emergency egress.
An even greater concern is that the change in cabin crew ratios could be a justification for airlines to restrict the number of people with disabilities who can travel on each flight. This problem of an airline only carrying 2 people with disabilities in wheelchairs will be resolved in a High Court decision in the near future.

5. Community Aviation Consultation Group guidelines.

Under the recent White Paper released by the Commonwealth Department of Transport, Infrastructure and Regional Development, Community Consultation Groups have been set up for the 21 leased federal airports around Australia. These Community Consultation Groups will provide input into the development of the airport within the local community.

 These groups have an independent Chairperson and only have the ability to issue recommendations to the airport in which the Community Consultation group is located. If a person with a disability is interested in joining the Consultation Group, his/her expenses to attend meetings can be requested from the Community Consultation Group or the airport. The Commonwealth Department will oversee the operation of these Consultation Groups.

6. Security Screening.

The new requirements for security screening that are contained in the Manual for training of employees for security screening.(MTES). This document is confidential but Nicole Lawder, Robin Banks and Margo Hodge had input into the document to explain the needs of people with disabilities in the security screening procedure.

7. Assistance animals.

The major development in the establishment of a national assistance animal accreditation process was the presentation of a paper by Queensland at the latest Ministers’ meeting.  This confirmed that Queensland is taking the lead in developing a national accreditation process.

Queensland plans to get a working group together as soon as possible to identify what is needed and what legislative framework is needed to implement this consistently and nationally.

They have to report to the Advisory Council in July 2010 on progress.

The problem for CASA and airlines is how to establish whether or not an assistance animals is effectively trained and meets the legislative definition of assistance animals.

 An applied law approach might be possible using the Queensland legislation as the basis.  It was noted that the Queensland legislation already refers to a number of organisations outside of Queensland.

8.Pre Flight Briefing.
CASA’s representative has gone back to the Cabin Safety Working Group with the change of wording input from the last AAWG meeting.
9. ICAO Person with Disabilities Working group.

The Commonwealth Transport Department, following consultation with this group, provided a first submission to International Committee of Airline Organistaions(ICAO). The Governing Panel met last week in Montréal and received the report from the Working Group and the second revised circular for the panel to consider.  The Working Group also sought expansion of the terms of reference to have the jurisdiction to review the standards and recommended practices in respect of people with disability and also to expand the reference material that can be referred to in the documentation.
The discussions were very positive in spirit and they didn’t have time to consider the second revision in detail and the Department had not had an opportunity to seeking input prior to the meeting.  The Department will circulate the second revision tomorrow for input from the AAWG.
10. Other Business.
Complaints referred from Bill Shorten’s office that identified any new issues will be  added to issues for the AAWG agenda.

National Airport Emergency Planning Advisory Group
At the recent meeting of the National Airport Advisory Group it was noted that there was increasing number of people with disabilities flying and using airport facilities and the importance of ensuring plans take account of the needs of people with disability.
Portable Chair

PDA representative showed the chair that she travels with that is able to be folded up and carried in an overhead locker.

It was  noted that this could be used on those aircraft that don’t currently carry aisle chairs.

Information about the chair will be sent to the Secretariat for circulation to the AAWG.
Proposed Next Meeting: 19 August 2010 and will be held in Sydney.
