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Summary
The inaugural AFDO conference was held on May 28 and 29 in Melbourne. It was a huge success with delegates attending from across Australia and from New Zealand. In all 218 people attended the conference. 

The conference theme was Policy About Us for Us with particular reference to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). There were 3 strands to the conference discussion – monitoring, capacity building and liberation.
Program

The Capacity Building strand examined how people with disability can strengthen themselves and their organisations to help the roll out of the UNCRPD. The Monitoring strand looked at how monitor human rights are monitored in Australia. The Liberation strand discussed innovative programs and ideas that will free people with disability from leading restricted lives. 
Keynote Speakers 
· Tina Minkowitz Center for the Human Rights of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry: The UN Disability Convention as a Way Forward to Liberation
· Robyn Hunt - Commissioner, New Zealand Human Rights Commission: From Strategy to Convention: Implementing Disability Human Rights in New Zealand
· Rhonda Galbally - Chair of the National People with Disabilities and Carer Council: Key Issues from the National Perspective
· Graeme Innes - Human Rights Commissioner, Commissioner Responsible for Disability Discrimination, Australian Human Rights Commission: Using the CRPD for Practical Change
· Ron McCallum - Professor of Labour Law and former Dean of Law University of Sydney: The United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities:  Its Inaugural Meeting
· Bill Shorten the Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Children’s Services: Closing Address

Speakers in the themed strands were

Capacity Building

· Heather Forsyth & Norrie Blythman: Including People with Intellectual Disability
· Jody Saxton-Barney: People of the Revolution - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders with Disability in Victoria
· Sarah Purcell & Abbas Amiry: Refugees and other Migrants with Disabilities
· Amy McGowan: Making Human Rights Real for People Living With Mental Illness
· George Taleporos: Young People in the Disability Advocacy Movement
· Rosemary Kayess: A National Disability Research Agenda (NDRA)
· Damian Griffis: Building a Social Movement of Indigenous People with Disability
· Sue Salthouse: Brave New World? – is the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities a blueprint for Utopia?
· David Craig: Working Together for a Stronger Impact on Disability Policy
Monitoring

· Michael Fox: CRPD Implementation – Challenges & Opportunities
· Lee Ann Basser & Paul Ramcharan: Monitoring Rights and the Victorian Human Rights Charter
· Robyn Hunt: A New Zealand Perspective
· Dinesh Wadiwel & Zeliha Iscel: Using the CRPD to Achieve Migration Rights for People with Disability
· Jan Ashford: Mind the Gap - Human Rights Experience of People with Little or No Speech
· Edward Birt & Deahnne McTackett: Monitoring the UNCRPD through Disability Action Plans
· Kevin Cocks & Therese Sands: UN CRPD Monitoring and Implementation
· Leanne Merrett: Implementing and Monitoring the UNCRPD: a FaHCSIA Perspective
· Lesley Hall: A Model for Monitoring
Liberation

· Kevin Murfitt: Attitudes, Platitudes and Social Exclusion

· Toni Holgate: Advocacy and Capacity Building – Discovering Abilities
· Tina Minkowitz: Supported decision-making and legal capacity 
· Karen Fisher & Sarah Parker: Disability Housing Support Policy Making Using a Disability Rights Framework
· Leah Hobson: Technology
· Matthew Bowden: The Last Taboo: Sexual Rights of People with Disability
· Michael Bleasdale (presented by Mathew Bowden): Implementing Self-Directed Supports: Understanding the Auxiliary Roles Required to Sustain Self-Determination in Individualised Arrangements
· Paul Collier: A Personal Experience of Living under the UK Direct Payments Scheme
· Samantha Jenkinson & Robbi Williams: A Model of Self-directed Funding for Australia
Tina Minkowitz Speaking Tour

With financial support from VicHealth, Tina Minkowitz from the US was a keynote speaker at the conference.
Tina is a US psychiatric survivor and human rights lawyer who played a key role in the negotiations for the UN CRPD.  As Co-Chair of the World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (WNUSP) she has been a Chair of the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and an active contributor to the International Disability Caucus of people with disability and their organisations that emerged during the Convention negotiations.  Her contribution was acknowledged when she was one of two people with a disability given the rare honour of addressing the UN General Assembly on the day it adopted the Convention.

Her keynote address at the conference, titled “The UN Disability Convention as a Way Forward to Liberation” – a copy of her presentation will be available on the AFDO website as part of the conference proceedings.  Tina also spoke about supported decision-making, a key feature of the Convention, in one of the Liberation sessions of the conference.

Some other events were organized for Tina to make the most of her visit.

The Disability Services Division of the Victorian Department of Human Services invited Tina to talk with DHS staff on the topic of supported decision-making.  This was held on Tuesday June 2 at Melbourne’s DHS office with about 35 DHS staff for two hours.  

Another roundtable with Tina was jointly hosted by the Human Rights Law Resource Centre and the Mental Health Legal Centre on Wednesday June 3.  This was held at the office of Allens Arthur Robinson, a law firm that supports the human rights work of the HRLRC and the MHLC.

The focus of this roundtable was to bring together people in Melbourne’s legal fraternity with an interest in human rights, and in particular disability and mental health human rights, to discuss the CRPD with Tina.  About 25 people attended from most of the major organizations in this field, including the Office of the Public Advocate, the Victorian Equal Opportunities and Human Rights Commission, the Department of Justice, as well as staff from the HRLRC and the MHLC.

The Castan Human Rights Centre at Monash University invited Tina to present one of their regular human rights lectures on Wednesday June 3 at 6.00pm in the Monash University Law Chambers in Bourke Street, Melbourne.  About 50 people attended this event to hear her presentation on 'The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: A New International Order for the Human Rights of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry', followed by some lively discussion.

The Leader group of newspapers is preparing a feature series on the current review of Victoria’s Mental Health Act.  When they heard that Tina was visiting, they requested an interview.  This took place on Thursday June 4 and appeared in the Wednesday June 10 issue of the Diamond Valley Leader.  A printed copy of this issue is available in the AFDO office and the article is available online (for the time being) at:

http://diamond-valley-leader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/top-human-rights-lawyer-wants-mental-health-system-turned-on-its-head/

Commitments
In the final plenary session the following commitments were made by AFDO.

· AFDO commits to working in partnership with other organisations at national, State and local levels to prepare the shadow report to the UN in 2010, and we encourage all delegates here to participate in that process.

· AFDO commits to furthering the rights of people with disability by promoting the ideas contained in the UNCRPD, in particular the principles of self-determination, legal capacity and supported decision-making, and specifically for here in Australia, to call for a shift towards a self-directed individualised system of funding and supports.

· AFDO commits to working in partnership with all organisations to build and strengthen the ability of people with disabilities, to take control of their own lives, including building and strengthening organisations of people with disability at local, State, national and international levels.

Attendance

Over 220 people attended the conference. Over half of the delegates were people with disabilities with the rest being from government, advocacy organisations, service providers and other community organisations. People had a wide range of disabilities including physical disability, chronic health conditions including HIV/AIDS, blindness and vision impairment, autism, intellectual disability, acquired brain injury and deafness and hearing impairment. This reflected the range of AFDO’s membership. There were a small number of people from Aboriginal communities including a delegation from Fitzroy Crossing. There were also many people with disability from non English speaking backgrounds.
A number of grants directly subsidised people with disability to attend the conference. These include the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs subsided people from around Australia. The Julia Farr MS McLeod Benevolent Fund assisted a number of people with acquired brain injuries to attend from South Australia and the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust supported people with intellectual disabilities from Victoria to attend.

Support for People with Disability

AFDO provided the following supports to enable people with disability to participate. This was made possible through sponsorship by the Deafness Foundation, Auslan Servies and a specific grant from FaHCSIA.

· Auslan interpreters

· Deaf Blind interpreters

· Real time captioning

· Attendant carers

· Written materials in a range of accessible formats

· Hearing loops

· Way finding

· Support workers for people with intellectual disability and acquired brain injuries to assist where needed with understanding and participation

Venue

AFDO had great difficulty in finding a venue that was not only fully accessible to people with disability but that could hold the numbers of delegates expected to come. The one that was selected was the Jasper Hotel in Melbourne. This was chosen as the best available but it still had a number of significant limitations. These included 

· Rooms being on 2 floors which presented the conference with a number of logistical difficulties as there were only 2 small lifts available to transfer people between floors

· Lack of adequate circulation space outside of the main plenary room resulting in difficulties in serving meals and afternoon/morning teas, and inadequate space for displays and information tables

Accommodation
Similarly there was also great difficulty in accessing suitable hotel accommodation. Many hotels advertised they had accessible rooms but on inspection they were found to be quite unsuitable. No rooms were found that had teletext for Deaf people.
Sponsorship
AFDO would like to thank the following organisations for contributing to this conference. Without their support the conference would not have been possible.

· Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs

· Victorian Department of Justice 

· Victorian Department of Human Services

· Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission

· Victorian Office for Disability

· VicHealth

· Life without Barriers

· Julia Farr Association

· Beyond Blue

· Deafness Foundation

· Arts Access Australia

· Auslan Services

· Self Advocacy Resource Unit

· Vision Australia

The Conference would also like to acknowledge the contribution of the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust for enabling the participation of people with intellectual disabilities through a project funded to the Disability Resources Centre.
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