YOUR ADDRESS

The Mayor’s Address

Date

Re: Access to Premises Standards

Dear Mr Mayor/Shire President,

I am writing in order to ask for the council’s support in assisting people with disability living in <name of your town or suburb> to access our local community.

We would like to <list what activities you would like to do but can’t due to lack of access to buildings> but find we are unable to do so. This is due to the fact that we cannot enter many of the buildings in <name of town or suburb> in order to work, conduct business, shop, or take part in other activities that enrich the lives of many of our families and friends.

Up until now people with disability have had to rely on individual businesses and services to provide an office or shopfront that we can access as freely and independently as any other member of our community. Unfortunately of the <total number of businesses> businesses on <name of main street> only <number of accessible businesses> are accessible to people with disability. This could change if there was a uniform requirement for premises to be accessible.

This situation would not have occurred if we had an Access to Premises Standard that reflects our rights as Australian citizens. I call on council members to write to and encourage State and Federal politicians to introduce Standards that allow all of us to use our community as intended.

There should be a process in place to ensure that we will be able to access commercial premises regardless of whether we have a disability or not. This process needs to take place as quickly as possible.

We would like you to ensure on behalf of the people with disability in <name of your town or suburb> that any access standards  developed or adapted by <name of your local council area> provide full and complete access to newly built and/or renovated commercial premises.

I/We look forward to meeting with you to discuss this issue at your convenience. I/We can be contacted on <phone number> or via the address above if you would like more information.

Yours sincerely

Your Name/Group Name

